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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
 
 

February 1, 2010:   
 Notify Ohio Right to Life that you are holding a contest by completing 
and sending the Chapter Coordinator Form. 

 
April 1, 2010:  

Complete the Chapter Winnerõs Form and send to the ORTL office 
with a typed copy of the winnerõs speech and the total number of people 
attending the State Oratory Contest. 

 
April 24, 2010:   

State Oratory Contest, at time and location to be determined in 
Columbus, Ohio. 

 
June 26, 2010:   

National Right to Life Convention & Oratory Contest in Arlington, VA. 
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CHAPTER COORDINATOR 

 
Our chapter will be participating in the 2010 Ohio Oratory Contest: 
 
Chapter Name ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Oratory Coordinatorõs Name ________________________________________________ 
 
Address ________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, & Zip ________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Please return this form no later than 
 

February 1, 2010 
to 

Ohio Pro-Life Oratory Contest 
Attn: Gillian Stechschulte 

665 E. Dublin-Granville Road, Suite 200 
Columbus, Ohio 43229-3245 

 
Thank You! 
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                  National Right to Life Oratory Contest Dates & Prizes 

 
 

National Right to Life Jane B. Thompson Oratory Contest 

CONTEST DATE ð June 26th, 2010 

 

 ORATORY CONTEST PRIZES 

1st place - $1,000 

2nd place -  $750 

3rd place -  $500 

4th place -  $250 
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               National Right to Life Jane B. Thompson Oratory Contest 

Statement of Purpose 

The National Right to Life Oratory Contest strives to promote the ability of high school juniors and seniors to share their pro-life views with 
others.  Although speaking ability is important, this contest also seeks to help teens organize and express their pro-life views.  We also strive 

to give the contestants an opportunity to meet other pro-life teens. 

 

2010 Contest Rules 

1. High school juniors and seniors in that grade February 1 of the year of the national contest 
are eligible to compete.  In case of advanced students, non-traditional students, or home 
schooled students, the school must recognize the student as a junior or senior or the year the 
student will enter college will be used to determine eligibility. 

2. Students who have competed in their junior year may compete the following year as seniors 
(with an entirely new speech) except if the student has won first place in the national 
contest.  Second place winners may compete again. 

3. Contestants are to research, write, and present an original pro-life speech on abortion, 
infanticide, euthanasia or stem cell research.  The speech should address one of these topics 
directly using other topics only as support. 

4. The speech is to be 5 ð 7 minutes in length.  A contestant will be disqualified if the speech is 
timed to be under 4 minutes or over 8 minutes in length.  Judges are instructed to use their 
judgment regarding under or over time limit speeches.  It is at the judgesõ discretion how the 
4-5 minute and the 7-8 minute speech will reflect in the score. 

5. Appropriate gestures are allowed.  Props are not allowed. 

6. Speech content may not be significantly changed as a contestant advances.  Fine-tuning for 
minor corrections or to adjust time is allowed and encouraged.  A written copy of the 
contestantõs speech must be forwarded to the national contest. 

7. The contestant should use up-to-date factual information. 

 



  

 

 

2 0 1 0  O H I O  P R O - L I F E  O R A T O R Y  C O N T E S T  G U I D E  

 

 

 

 5  

 

2010 Contest Rules (cont) 

 

8. The style should be appropriate to the message of the speech.  A dramatic presentation is 
not acceptable.  A dramatic presentation is considered anything that is read or preformed 
that has been previously written by another author; a short story, a poem, etc. Although 
quotes to support a position or statement are appropriate, they may not dominate the 
speech, and should be appropriately citied.  Dramatic presentations are also defined, for the 
purposes of this contest, to include acting as a thing or another person, such as acting out 
the life of an unborn baby.  This rule is not to be interpreted to rule out the use of emotion.  

9. The judgesõ background and qualifications differ, although all are pro-life, the speech should 
appeal to a broad audience.  

10. No copyrighted speeches shall be used in the contest.  

11. The contest may be videotaped or recorded.  The tape will remain the property of National 
Right to Life.  

12. Contestants may use notes.  

13. The use of a podium is optional.  

14.  The use of microphones will not be allowed.  The Contest Director may make an exception 
if the contest room creates a necessity for the use of microphones.  

15. The Contest will consist of several rounds.  There will be at least one preliminary round 
depending on the number of contestants.  For the preliminary round contestants will be 
assigned to rooms with 4-7 contestants to compete.  The 2 contestants from each room with 
the highest scores will proceed to the next level until there are 4 contestants in the final 
round.  

16. Each room will have 3 judges and a timekeeper.  

17. Speaking order for the preliminary round will be determined before the contest by drawing.  
In following rounds speaking order will be determined by scores in the previous round.  

18. The judges score the contestants in 4 areas; introduction, content, presentation, and 
conclusion.  Contestants are given a score of 1-10 (10 being the best) in each area.  The 
scores are added together (40 being perfect).  The judgesõ scores are added together for the 
grand total.  The grand total will determine which contestants move to the next level.  
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2010 Contest Rules (cont) 

19. The judgesõ decision will be final.  

20. All efforts are made for accuracy.  In the event of a mistake, every effort will be made to 
correct it.  

21. Ties will be handled by the Contest Director.  

22. These rules apply only to the National Right to Life ð Jane B. Thompson Oratory Contest.  
No other rules from any national, state or local speech contest or groups apply.  

23. Any concerns or issues shall be dealt with by the Contest Director.  
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Running a Contest 

 

 Organizing the contest 

1. Obtain a location to hold the contest: schools, auditoriums, civic or private organization halls, etc.  Set the date 
and time. 

2. Determine the prizes and certificates for the participants. 

3. Publicity 

A.     Start publicity as soon as possible. 

B.     Contact local high schools, civic organizations, pro-life newsletters, teen groups, churches and 
church youth groups, civic or public bulletin boards, home schooling groups etc., supply 
information regarding the contest (date, time, prizes, name and contact info for the coordinator) 

C.    Send a press release to the local papers.      

4. Recruit pro-life judges.  Teachers, pastors or civic leaders would be excellent.  You will need 3 judges for each 
round, if you will be holding more than one round.  Supply the judges with the contest rules, the contest ballot and 
any instructions for judges that you will use for the contest. 

5. Choose a moderator who will act as a host to welcome the contestants, the audience and judges.  The moderator 
will explain the rules of the contest and make any announcements regarding the contest or the facility. 

6. Choose two impartial individuals who will tally the judgesõ ballots.  If possible have a room or area for them to 
tally away from the contest area.  Calculators with tape help cut down on errors. 

7. Choose a timekeeper.  Provide a stopwatch.  The timekeeper should provide the time of the speech to each 
judge.  
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Running the Contest 

1. Preparation 
 

          A. A table for the judges and the timekeeper.  Provide sharpened pencils, pens and scratch paper. 
          B. Podium (the contestants have the option to use the podium) 
          C. Provide water for the contestants 
          D. Provide a program listing contestants, judges and schedule. 
 

2. The Contest 
 

 The moderator (or the contest director) can open the contest with a welcome and any announcements pertinent 
to the contest. 
 

A.     Provide judges with ballots with the names of the contestants. 
B.     The order in which the contestantõs speech can be determined beforehand either by  drawing 

numbers prior to the contest or alphabetical order. 
C.    After each speech, give the judges enough time to write their comments before the next contestant 

begins. 
D.    After the contest, give the judges enough time to complete their ballots.  The timekeeper can collect 

the ballots and give the ballots to the individuals who will be tallying them. 
E.     Provide a room or area away from the contest area for tallying.  Provide pencils and calculators.  

Double check the judgesõ addition.  If there is an error, consult with the judge before continuing to 
tally. Use the tally sheet enclosed.  Check the results.  

 
Refreshments may be served during tallying. 
 
F.     When the tallying is complete, have the moderator make the announcement and presentation of the 

winners. 
G.    Take picture that can be used for press releases and newsletters. 
H.    Give the contestants their ballots. 
I.       Provide the winner with any information about the next contest level they will be participating in. 

After the Contest 

1. Inform the state coordinator of the name address and phone number of the winner and include a copy of the 
winnerõs speech. 

2. Send out a press release on the event to local papers, including that a local teen will be participating in the state contest.  
Include a photo, if possible. Sample press releases are enclosed. The decision of the Contest Director concerning the 
application of these rules or the contest will be final.   



  

 

 

2 0 1 0  O H I O  P R O - L I F E  O R A T O R Y  C O N T E S T  G U I D E  

 

 

 

 9  

 

 

CHAPTER WINNER  

 
 

The winner of our Chapterõs 2010 Oratory Contest: 
 
Chapter Name ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Chapter Oratory Coordinator _______________________________________________ 
 
Oratory Winnerõs Name ___________________________________________________ 
 
Address ________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, & Zip ________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
High School/Church Youth Group Name: _____________________________________ 
 

Total number of guests and Chapter representatives 
 attending the state contest on April 24, 2010,  

including the winner:   _______________ 
(An accurate count is needed in order to determine the table setup and food requirements) 
 

 
Please return this form with a  

typed copy of the winnerõs speech no later than 
 April 1, 2010 

to 
Ohio Pro-Life Oratory Contest 

Attn: Gillian Stechschulte 
665 E. Dublin-Granville Road, Suite 200 

Columbus, Ohio 43229-3245 
 

Thank You! 



 

 

 

ATTENTION   

High School Juniors & Seniors  

 

Ohio Pro-Life 
Oratory Contest 

 

Saturday, April 24, 2010 
 

 

Presented by  
 

 

 
The winning contestant will receive an all-expenses paid trip to 
represent the State of Ohio in the National Right to Life Oratory 
Contest to be held at the National Right to Life Convention on 

Saturday, June 26, 2010 in Arlington, Virginia.  

 
   

For more information on your local  

Right to Life Chapter qualifying contest contact:  



 

 

 
 

Contestant Application Form 
 
 

 
 

Please Print 

Contestant Name: 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Address: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________________________________, Ohio      

 Zip_______________ 

Telephone: _________________________________________________ 

Email address: ______________________________________________ 

School Name: _______________________________________________ 

Grade Level: __________________________ 

Age: ________________________________ 

 

SIGNATURES: 

 

Contestant Signature: ____________________________________________________ 

Parent Name (please print): _________________________________________________ 

Parent Signature: _______________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

10 Tips For Successful Public Speaking 

 
 

Feeling some nervousness before giving a speech is natural and healthy. It shows you care about 
doing well. But, too much nervousness can be detrimental. Here's how you can control your 
nervousness and make effective, memorable presentations: 

1. Know the room. Be familiar with the place in which you will speak. Arrive early, walk 
around the speaking area and practice using the microphone and any visual aids. 
  

2. Know the audience. Greet some of the audience as they arrive. It's easier to speak to a 
group of friends than to a group of strangers.  
 

3. Know your material. If you're not familiar with your material or are uncomfortable with it, 
your nervousness will increase. Practice your speech and revise it if necessary.  
 

4. Relax. Ease tension by doing exercises.  
 

5. Visualize yourself giving your speech. Imagine yourself speaking, your voice loud, clear, 
and assured. When you visualize yourself as successful, you will be successful.  
 

6. Realize that people want you to succeed. Audiences want you to be interesting, 
stimulating, informative, and entertaining. They don't want you to fail.  
 

7. Don't apologize. If you mention your nervousness or apologize for any problems you think 
you have with your speech, you may be calling the audience's attention to something they 
hadn't noticed. Keep silent.  
 

8. Concentrate on the message -- not the medium. Focus your attention away from your 
own anxieties, and outwardly toward your message and your audience. Your nervousness will 
dissipate.  
 

9. Turn nervousness into positive energy. Harness your nervous energy and transform it 
into vitality and enthusiasm.  
 

10. Gain experience. Experience builds confidence, which is the key to effective speaking. 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Instructions for Judges 
 

1. There will be four judges for this yearõs competition.  Each judge will be provided with the 
contestant speaking order sheet and one score-ballot for each contestant.  At the end of each 
speech, the judges will be given ample time to complete his or her score-ballot for that 
contestant. 

 
2. As each contestant is speaking, the judge may wish to write comments on the ballot, or 

choose to write the comments after the speech is complete.  The purpose of the score-ballot 
is to maximize the educational experience for the contestant.  All the contestants will receive 
their score-ballots. 

 
A. Take time to familiarize yourself with the ballot and rules before the contest.  There 

are four areas of judging criteria:  Introduction, Content, Presentation, and 
Conclusion.  Each has a 1-10 score, 10 being the best with a perfect total score of 40. 

 
B. The contestant should use up-to-date factual information.  The style or speech type 

should be appropriate to the message of the speech.  Any type the student deems 
appropriate is acceptable except a dramatic presentation.  A dramatic presentation is 
considered anything read or performed that has been previously written; a short 
story or poem, etc.  Dramatic is also defined, for the purposes of this contest, to 
include acting as a thing or another person, such as acting out the life of an unborn 
baby.  This rule is not to be interpreted as ruling out the use of emotion. Quotes to 
support a position or statement are appropriate; however, they may not dominate the 
speech, and should be appropriately cited.   

 
C. Write pertinent comments on the ballots.  Comments should be largely encouraging 

and positive, but not overly so, a student who receives a middle to low score has a 
right to know why.  It is ok to be honest; you can help the contestant to become a 
better speaker.  The students will be given the ballots after the contest.  Comments 
can relate to the areas of scoring or to some aspect of the right to life issue.  Judges 
comments need not be detailed or lengthy.  (Judging Hint:  One experienced judge 
takes a few minutes before the contest to write down a list of words that may be 
used for comments on the ballot.  It lessens the time between speeches and helps 
prevent the òblockó you might have during the contest. A list of descriptive terms is 
included for your use.) 

 
D. Sign your name at the bottom of the score-ballot.  



 

 

 
Instructions for Judges (cont.) 

 
 

3. At the end of each speech the timekeeper will provide you with the time of the speech and 
each judge should record the time on the ballot.  The students are given a 5 to 7 minute 
limit, although they are not disqualified if the speech is under 4 minutes or over 8 minutes, 
their failure to stay within the time limits should be reflected in their score.  It is up to the 
judges as a group to decide prior to the contest to decide how failing to keep within the 
prescribed time limit will be reflected in the contestants score.  As a judge, you may ask 
yourself; was the additional time a critical part of the speech or could the contestant have cut 
something out of the speech?  How much was the speech over or under, one minute or ten 
seconds?  Was it due to the delivery speed or too much/little content? 

 
4. The timer will check to see if all of the judges are finished scoring before calling the next 

contestant. 
 
 
When the contest is over and the ballots are completed, all of the judgesõ score-ballots will be added 
together to determine each contestantõs composite score.  The highest score will determine the 

winner.  In the event of a tie, the judges will individually rank the speeches involved in the tie.  The 
contestant receiving the majority of the first place rankings will be the winner.



 

 

JUDGES BALLOT 



 

 

JUDGES TALLY SHEET 

 



 

 

JUDGE  DESCRIPTIVE  WORD LIST 



 

 



 

 

 


